
POLSCI 496: The Politics of Inclusion: Belonging,
Immigration and Citizenship in the U.S.

Professor: Angela X. Ocampo
Winter 2019

Dr. Angela X. Ocampo
Institute for Social Research 4404
Email: axocampo@umich.edu

Mondays & Wednesdays 4:00-5:30pm
Classroom: 1460 MH
Office hours: calendly.com/axocampo

Course Description

This course explores the concepts of membership, belonging, immigration and citizenship in
the U.S. context. In this course, we will examine how historically, politically, socially and
culturally, individuals from various racial, ethnic, religious, immigrant and non-immigrant
backgrounds have been defined as belonging or not belonging members of U.S. society. The
course will survey materials, concepts and theories to investigate the ways in which race,
immigration, politics and policy have defined who belongs and who does not belong in Amer-
ica. We will pay particular attention to understanding the contours of American identity
and the political impact of inclusion or exclusion specifically as it pertains to present-day
debates about political engagement, political attitudes and immigration politics.

Course Requirements

This class will be conducted as a seminar. Students are expected to come to class fully
prepared to discuss the assigned reading material. This means that students are expected
to have done the reading before class and must show up to class with the readings and
their notes and be ready to critically engage with the material in a cumulative manner.
Attendance in this class is mandatory. You will receive a total of ONE free pass for missing
class. Any additional unexcused absence will deduct your final class grade by 5% points. If
you are having troubling meeting any of the class requirements, please consult with me.

Participation (30%)

Your participation grade will be based on your contribution during class discussions. You
will be graded based on quality over quantity. I expect all of you to provide critical and
insightful commentary but given the subject matter of this class all remarks must be civil and
professional. There will be no tolerance for disrespectful behavior. In addition to regular

1

axocampo@umich.edu
calendly.com/axocampo


class participation, you will be expected to lead class discussion once, or possibly twice,
throughout the semester. The number of times that you have to lead discussion depends on
the final enrollment of the course. To lead discussion, you will be in charge of directing the
content of what is discussed during class. To prepare to lead class discussion you will have
to do a close reading of the assigned material (as you should be regularly doing) and prepare
a set of questions, discussion points or critical remarks to pose to your classmates.

Assignments (30%)

Throughout the semester you will have to complete two short assignments (5 pages or less).
Each assignment will be 15% of your final grade. The assignments will ask you to respond
to a brief prompt which will be made available to you the day the assignment is released.
Assignments should be double-spaced, one-inch margins, using 12 pt. font either Times New
Roman or Arial. Footnotes, endnotes, tables, figures and a bibliography do not count toward
the page limit. All assignments are due on the Canvas site on the specified due dates at
11:59pm EST. Late assignments will be penalized and will be deduced 5% from the
final assignment grade for each 24 hours that the assignment is late.

• Assignment 1 available date: 2/8/19

• Assignment 1 due date: 2/15/19

• Assignment 2 available date: 3/15/19

• Assignment 2 due date: 3/22/19

Research paper (40%)

The final requirement for the class is a research paper. You can select whatever topic you
prefer as long as it is related to the theme of the course. This topic, however, has to be
approved by me. I do not expect you to collect data and test hypotheses for this paper. But
I do expect you to critique and analyze an interesting topic of your choosing. This research
paper must be of high quality, well written, well argued and well organized. The paper must
draw on readings and topics from the course as well as other academic sources. The paper
should be proofread before submitting. The research papers are due on the Canvas site
on April 30 at 11:59pm EST. The research paper should be 10 pages long. The paper
should be double-spaced, one-inch margins, using 12 pt. font either Times New Roman or
Arial. Footnotes, endnotes, tables, figures and a bibliography do not count toward the page
limit. Late assignments will be penalized and will be deduced 5% from the final
assignment grade for each 24 hours that the assignment is late.

Extra Credit

Students will have the opportunity to receive extra credit in the course, which will count
towards their final grade. To receive extra credit, students can attend an event on campus

2



related to the course material. After attending the event, the student must write a 1-2 page
summary of the event. If the event is not listed on Canvas, the event must be approved by
me before being submitted for extra credit. Students will be allowed to complete a maximum
of two extra credit write-ups. Each write-up can early up to 1 point. To receive full credit,
the summary write-up MUST provide details of the event (i.e. title, location, date, who
was present, who led the event, what type of event, etc) and it must also address how the
event related to a concept, theory, or idea discussed during class.

Class Schedule

The schedule below is a rough guideline of the material we will be covering. I will be
modifying this syllabus throughout the semester as needed. All of the readings, except for
the book Dear America: Notes of an undocumented citizen will be available on Canvas.

Wednesday 1/9: Course Overview

Monday 1/14: Racial constructions of citizenship I

• Jacobson, Matthew Frye. 1999. Whiteness of a different color. Harvard University
Press. Chapter 1: “Free White Persons” in the Republic, 1790-1840

• Van Evrie, John H. 1857. “The Dred Scott Decision: An Introduction.” pgs. 1-13

Wednesday 1/16: Racial constructions of citizenship II

• Jones, Martha S., 2018. Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Ante-
bellum America. Cambridge University Press. Introduction: Rights of Colored Men:
Debating Citizenship in Antebellum America

• Jones, Martha S., 2018. Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Antebel-
lum America. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1: Being a Native, and Free Born
Race and Rights in Baltimore

Monday 1/21: MLK Day – No Class

Wednesday 1/23: Racial constructions of citizenship III

• Lopez, Ian Haney. 2006. White By Law. New York University Press. Chapter 2:
Racial Restrictions in the Law of Citizenship

• Lopez, Ian Haney. 2006. White By Law. New York University Press. Chapter 3: The
Prerequisite Cases
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Monday 1/28: Racial constructions of citizenship IV

• Ngai, Mae., 2014. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern Amer-
ica. Chapter 1: The Johnson-Reed Act of 1924 and the Reconstruction of Race in
Immigration Law

• Molina, Natalie. 2014. How Race Is Made in America: Immigration, Citizenship,
and the Historical Power of Racial Scripts. Chapter 1. Placing Mexican Immigration
within the larger landscape of race relations.

Wednesday 1/30: No Class

Monday 2/4: Creating illegal citizens and borders

• Ngai, Mae., 2014. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern Amer-
ica. Chapter 2. Deportation Policy and the Making and Unmaking of Illegal Aliens

• Dear, Michael. Why walls won’t work: Repairing the US-Mexico Divide Law and Order
at the Border. Chapter 4. Law and order at the border.

Wednesday 2/6: Revoking and limiting citizenship

• Ngai, Mae., 2014. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern Amer-
ica. Chapter 5: The World War II Internment of Japanese Americans and the Citizen-
ship Renunciation Cases

• Jamal, Amaney A., Nadine Naber, and Nadine Christine Naber. 2008. Race and Arab
Americans before and after 9/11: From invisible citizens to visible subjects. Syracuse
University Press. Chapter 5. Civil Liberties and the Otherization of Arabs and Muslim
Americans.

Monday 2/11: The Politics of (Im)migration I

• Castles, Stephen, Hein De Haas, and Mark J. Miller. 2013. The age of migration:
International population movements in the modern world. Macmillan International
Higher Education. Chapter 2. Theories of Migration.

• Donato, Katharine M., and Amada Armenta. “What we know about unauthorized
migration.” Annual Review of Sociology. 37: 529-543.

Wednesday 2/13: The Politics of (Im)migration II

• Tichenor, Daniel J. 2009. Dividing lines: The politics of immigration control in Amer-
ica. Princeton University Press. Chapter. 2 The Politics of Immigration Control.
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Monday 2/18: Sovereignty and citizenship I

• Tsosie, R., 2016. “The Politics of Inclusion: Indigenous Peoples and U.S. Citizenship.”
UCLA L. Rev. 63, pg.1735-1751

• Wilkins, David E., and Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark. 2017. American Indian politics
and the American political system. Rowman & Littlefield. Chapter. 7. Indigenous
Political Participation, Patriotism, Suffrage, and Partisanship.

Wednesday 2/20: Religion and membership

• Dana, Karam, Matt A. Barreto and Kassra A. Oskooii. 2011. “Mosques as American
institutions: Mosque attendance, religiosity and integration into the political system
among American Muslims.” Religions. 2(4):504-524.

• Dana, Kana, Bryan Wilcox-Archuleta and Matt A. Barreto. 2017. “The political
incorporation of Muslims in the United States: The mobilizing role of religiosity in
Islam.” Journal of Race, Ethnicity and Politics. 2(2):170-200.

Monday 2/25: Transnational, postnational and dual citizenship I

• Garcia Rios, Sergio. 2018. Portfolios of Identities: Developing a New Theory of
Identity Formation and Transformation.

Wednesday 2/27: Transnational, postnational and dual citizenship
II

• Bloemraad, Irene, Korteweg, Anna and Gke Yurdakul. 2008. Citizenship and immi-
gration: Multiculturalism, assimilation, and challenges to the nation-state. Annual
Review of Sociology, 34:153-79

Monday 3/4: BREAK – NO CLASS

Wednesday 3/6: BREAK – NO CLASS

Monday 3/11: Undocumented citizens I

• Motomura, Hiroshi, 2014. Immigration Outside the Law. Oxford University Press.
“Undocumented or illegal.” Chapter 1.

• Vargas, Jose Antonio. Dear America: Notes of an undocumented citizen. Part I: Lying.
pgs.3-43

Wednesday 3/13: Undocumented citizens II

• Vargas, Jose Antonio. Dear America: Notes of an undocumented citizen. Part II:
Passing pgs. 47-106.
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Monday 3/18: Undocumented citizens III

• Vargas, Jose Antonio. Dear America: Notes of an undocumented citizen. Part II:
Passing. pgs. 107-174

Wednesday 3/20: Undocumented citizens IV

• Vargas, Jose Antonio. Dear America: Notes of an undocumented citizen. Part III:
Hiding. pgs. 175-230

Monday 3/25: Practicing citizenship

• De la Garza, Rodolfo O., Angelo Falcon, and F. Chris Garcia. 1996. “Will the real
Americans please stand up: Anglo and Mexican-American support of core American
political values.” American Journal of Political Science. 335-351.

• Sanchez, Lucero. 2018 “How Being Undocumented Inspired Me to Volunteer For
A Congressional Campaign.” Teen Vogue. https://www.teenvogue.com/story/

how-being-undocumented-inspired-me-to-volunteer-for-a-congressional-campaign

Wednesday 3/27: Comparative perspective

• Just, Aida, and Christopher J. Anderson. 2012. “Immigrants, citizenship and political
action in Europe.” British Journal of Political Science. 42(3): 481-509.

• Gonzales, Roberto G., and Nando Sigona, eds. 2017. Within and beyond citizenship:
Borders, membership and belonging. Taylor & Francis. Chapter 9. Marching beyond
borders: Non-citizen citizenship and transnational undocumented activism in Europe.

Monday 4/1: Contours of American identity I

• Waters, Mary C. 1994. Ethnic and racial identities of second generation black immi-
grants in New York City. International Migration Review 28(4): 795-820

Wednesday 4/3: Contours of American identity II

• Schildkraut, Deborah J. 2007. “Defining American identity in the twenty-first century:
How much “there” is there?” The Journal of Politics 69(3): 597-615.

Monday 4/8: : Who belongs? I

• Huntington, Samuel P. 2004. “The hispanic challenge.” Foreign Policy. pgs. 30-45

• Fraga, Luis R. and Gary M. Segura., 2006. Culture clash? Contesting notions of
American identity and the effects of Latin American immigration. Perspectives on
Politics, 4(2):279-287.
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Wednesday 4/10: : Who belongs? II

• Theiss-Morse, Elizabeth. 2009. Who counts as an American?: The boundaries of
national identity. Ch. 3. The Setting of National Group Boundaries.

• Hochschild, Jennifer L., and Charles Lang. 2011. ”Including Oneself and Including
Others: Who Belongs in My Country?.” The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 634(1): 78-97.

Monday 4/15: Belonging and political engagement I

• Ocampo, Angela X. 2018. “The Politics of Inclusion.” Ch. 4. Shaping Latinos’
Perceptions of Belonging to U.S. Society: Messages of Inclusion and Exclusion.

• Ocampo, Angela X. 2018. “The Politics of Inclusion.” Ch. 5. Belonging and Latino
Political Participation.

Wednesday 4/17: No Class

Monday 4/22: Impact of citizenship and membership

• Bloemraad, Irene., 2017. Does Citizenship Matter?. The Oxford Handbook of Citi-
zenship.

Academic Integrity

The LSA undergraduate academic community, like all communities, functions best when its
members treat one another with honesty, fairness, respect, and trust. The College holds all
members of its community to high standards of scholarship and integrity. To accomplish its
mission of providing an optimal educational environment and developing leaders of society,
the College promotes the assumption of personal responsibility and integrity and prohibits all
forms of academic dishonesty and misconduct. Academic dishonesty may be understood as
any action or attempted action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for
oneself or an unfair academic advantage or disadvantage for any other member or members
of the academic community. Conduct, without regard to motive, that violates the academic
integrity and ethical standards of the College community cannot be tolerated. The College
seeks vigorously to achieve compliance with its community standards of academic integrity.
Violations of the standards will not be tolerated and will result in serious consequences and
disciplinary action.

Resources

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you think you need an accommodation for a disability, please let me know at least two
weeks prior to when the accommodation will be needed. Some aspects of this course,
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the assignments, the in-class activities, and the way the course is usually taught may be
modified to facilitate your participation and progress. As soon as you make me aware
of your needs, we can work with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office
to help us determine appropriate academic accommodations. SSD (734-763-3000; http:

//ssd.umich.edu) typically recommends accommodations through a Verified Individualized
Services and Accommodations (VISA) form. Any information you provide is private and
confidential and will be treated as such.

Religious and Academic Conflicts

Although the University of Michigan, as an institution, does not observe religious holidays,
it has long been the University’s policy that every reasonable effort should be made to help
students avoid negative academic consequences when their religious obligations conflict with
academic requirements. Absence from classes or examinations for religious reasons does
not relieve students from responsibility for any part of the course work required during the
period of absence. Students who expect to miss classes, examinations, or other assignments
as a consequence of their religious observance shall be provided with a reasonable alternative
opportunity to complete such academic responsibilities. It is the obligation of students
to provide faculty with reasonable notice of the dates of religious holidays on which they
will be absent. Such notice must be given by the drop/add deadline of the given term.
Students who are absent on days of examinations or class assignments shall be offered an
opportunity to make up the work, without penalty, unless it can be demonstrated that a
make-up opportunity would interfere unreasonably with the delivery of the course. Should
disagreement arise over any aspect of this policy, the parties involved should contact the
Department Chair, the Dean of the School, or the Ombudsperson. Final appeals will be
resolved by the Provost.

Student Sexual Misconduct Policy

Our school is committed to fostering a safe, productive learning environment. Title IX and
our school policy prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, which regards sexual miscon-
duct – including harassment, domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. We
understand that sexual violence can undermine students’ academic success and we encourage
students who have experienced some form of sexual misconduct to talk to someone about
their experience, so they can get the support they need.

Confidential support and academic advocacy can be found with the Sexual Assault Pre-
vention and Awareness Center (SAPAC) on their 24-hour crisis line, 734-936-3333 and at
http://sapac.umich.edu. Alleged violations can be non-confidentially reported to the Of-
fice for Institutional Equity (OIE) at institutional.equity@umich.edu. Reports to law
enforcement can be made to University of Michigan Police Department at 734-763-3434.
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Sweetland Center for Writing

Sweetland offers three ways for undergraduates to get in-person writing assistance: the Peer
Writing Centers, Online Writing Lab, and the Writing Workshop. These services allow you
to meet one-to-one with an experienced peer or faculty consultant at any stage of writing,
from getting started to final revisions. For more information visit their website: https:

//lsa.umich.edu/sweetland/undergraduates/writing-support.html

Student Mental Health and Well-being

University of Michigan is committed to advancing the mental health and wellbeing of its
students. If you or someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need
of support, services are available. For help, contact Counseling and Psychological Services
(CAPS) at 734-764-8312 and https://caps.umich.edu/ during and after hours, on week-
ends and holidays, or through its counselors physically located in schools on both North
and Central Campus. You may also consult University Health Service (UHS) at 734-764-
8320 and https://www.uhs.umich.edu/mentalhealthsvcs, or for alcohol or drug concerns, see
www.uhs.umich.edu/aodresources. For a listing of other mental health resources available
on and off campus, visit: http://umich.edu/~mhealth/

Last update: January 30, 2019
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