
PS:40 Introduction to American Politics
Professor Lynn Vavreck

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:00pm - 6:15pm
Dodd Hall 147

Fall 2015

Section
1K: Friday 1:00pm - 1:50pm Bunche 2156
1M: Friday 2:00pm - 2:50pm Bunche 2156
1N: Friday 3:00pm - 3:50pm Bunche 2156

TA: Angela X. Ocampo
email: angelaxocampo@ucla.edu

web: http://www.angelaxocampo.com/fall2015americanpolitics

office hours: Thursdays 3:00pm-5:00pm and by appointment, Bunche 3288

General Overview
The purpose of this section is to provide you with an opportunity to examine the course materi-
als and concepts in greater depth. This means that we will engage in debates and dialogue that
will help you further explore the role of American institutions and their influence on the political
behavior of political elites and citizens. My role as a TA will be to make sure that we engage in
discussion every week covering new material not covered in lecture.

Guidelines
• Section attendance is mandatory. You only have one unexcused free absence. Any other

absence after that will diminish your grade in the course by a full letter grade.

• Students are expected to have done all the readings and come to section prepared. Students
will be responsible for bringing any notes and assigned readings to section.

• This discussion is run as a seminar so all students are expected to talk and engage in conver-
sation.

• Showing up late to class counts towards towards your participation grade

• Short quizzes may be given in section on the assigned section readings without notice

• Politics can be contentious and controversial topics may arise from time to time. It is expected
that all the students will engage with the material in a productive manner and treat each
other with respect.

Grading
I will be responsible for grading your papers and exams, and providing feedback on your written
assignments. Here is a breakdown of your course grade:

Assignment Due Date Percentage

Exam 1 October 22 20%
Practice Paper November 5 15%
Exam 2 November 24 20%
Final Paper December 8 25%
Section Participation Weekly 20%

1



If any inquiries arise regarding your grade please follow these instructions:

• Carefully re-read the assignment and read all comments

• Within one week of receiving a grade provide a one-page written statement explaining why
you believe the grade that you received should be changed

• Bring the exam or paper to my office hours (or by appointment) so that we can discuss the
issue in person. Inquiries over grades will not be accepted if not made in person. If warranted,
I will re-read the exam or paper and return within one week of when the inquiry was made.

• If after following these steps you are dissatisfied with your re-grade, we will present your work
to Professor Vavreck. Professor Vavreck will not review for re-grading unless you have spoken
to me first.

• **Please note that when submitted to Professor Vavreck for re-assessment your grade may
go up or down.

Recommendations for student success

• Show up on time to section every time and come prepared with the necessary materials.

• Visit me during office hours (I really like this!) This is an opportunity to ask questions
and talk to me about your research interests and ideas. This is also a great opportunity to
communicate to me any concerns or challenges that you might be having with the course.

• Make sure you update your e-mail address onmy.ucla.edu so that you receive all of the class
e-mails.

• Do not fall behind on the readings. Study and read everyday. It is a great habit!

• Be a proactive reader. Take notes, annotate the readings, ask the authors questions (figura-
tively), ask yourself (literally) how the assigned readings relate to other readings, themes or
class concepts.

• Follow the news. This is a very exciting time in politics and it is a great opportunity for you
to connect the class material to the current state of affairs.

• Participate in study groups. Get together with other students to discuss the readings, concepts
and current politics. Maybe have a gathering to watch the presidential debates.

A Note on Plagiarism
Plagiarism, cheating or lying will not be tolerated in this course. Students are expected to write
their own work. Students that are caught plagiarizing or committing any other form of academic
dishonesty will be reported to the University Administration. If you have any questions regarding
plagiarism and whether or not you might be plagiarizing please see me during office hours.

A Note on Classroom Etiquette & Behavior
Students are expected to be attentive and engaged during section. Electronics are not allowed
in section. Therefore, texting, playing and using cell phones, iPods, tablets, or laptops, is not
permitted. Side conversations are distracting; keep them outside of section.
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On-campus Resources
Academic Advancement Tutoring and Peer Learning (Campbell Hall)
http://www.aap.ucla.edu/tutoring/peer_learning.html

Bruin Resource Center: Services for parenting students, transfer students, student veterans, AB
540 students, former foster youth students, student wellness and development, and intergroup dia-
logue on campus
http://www.brc.ucla.edu/

LGBT Resource Center (Students Activity Center Basement)
http://www.lgbt.ucla.edu/

Office for Students with Disabilities (Murphy Hall)
http://www.osd.ucla.edu/

Social Sciences Computing Labs (Public Affairs Building, 2nd Floor)
http://computing.sscnet.ucla.edu/labs

UCLA Counseling and Psychological Services (Wooden Center)
http://www.counseling.ucla.edu/

UCLA Undergraduate Student Writing Center offers peer facilitated writing appointments in-person
or on-line and provides links to great web resources.
http://wp.ucla.edu/index.php/home
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